mounir fatmi

0. Libre-échange

Started in 2000.

In a world dominated by the movements of goods, of money
and of information, Mounir Fatmi shifts the identities of the
people who agree to exchange their name against his.

This performance was started when he was in residence at
the "Cité Internationale des Arts" in Paris in 1999 : he offered
a badge to the passers-by (an original work of art) on which
he had written both his name and his first name.

Thus, this small white surface on the badge, this personal
territory, became a land of asylum. Thereafter, the badges
collected in a country were moved towards other countries
and proposed to other people with different nationalities and
origins.

From these meetings arose the project Libre-échange, a
work on the move, a work which belongs to the public,
refusing the very idea of a frontier and which leads to the
border of what is sacred by breaking this perfect circle, that of
the club, whether it is religious, social, economic or artistic.

Studio Fatmi, Juin 2000. Studio Fatmi, June 2000.
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