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« Horizontal fall » est une vidéo réalisée en 2000 a I'occasion
de la démolition de tours d'habitations du quartier du Val
Fourré a Mantes-la-Jolie - tours faisant partie d'un ensemble
de logements sociaux construit en 1973 et soumis a un projet
de réaménagement. En ce jour spécial, la mairie de Mantes-
la-Jolie a organisé divers événements, dont un appel a la
priere du muezzin enregistré par mounir fatmi, l'angélus
d'une congrégation catholique locale, ou encore un spectacle
de musique intitulé "Tours sonnantes", opéra urbain
composé par Kamil Tchalaev et chorégraphié par Sabine
Jamet, auquel ont participé les enfants du quartier. La bande
sonore de la vidéo restitue les compositions acoustiques
produites pour I'occasion et retransmises par des haut-
parleurs installés dans les espaces communautaires.

« Horizontal Fall » interroge le devenir d'un plan
d'urbanisation congu dans les années soixante dix a
destination des travailleurs pauvres ou immigrés.

La premiére image de la vidéo s'accompagne du hurlement
des sirenes d'alerte des populations : elle fait apparaitre un
soleil livide, dardant ses rayons menacants a travers un ciel
noir car observé a contre-jour, virant soudainement au bleu
lorsque I'objectif de la caméra descend jusqu'a la ligne de
ciel artificielle, tracée par les toits des immeubles du quartier,
avec au premier plan, tout en bas de l'image, le cours de la
Seine longeant impassiblement les barres d'immeuble. Elle
est rapidement suivie de I'annonce par la radio locale « Droit
de Cité » du déroulement des événements de la journée,
avec la destruction des tours en conclusion. Les voix des
animateurs radio et de leurs auditeurs se mélent - une
habitante inquiéte passe a I'antenne pour dire qu'elle a la
recherche d'une petite fille égarée...

La vidéo alterne des plans larges des immeubles et des
plans rapprochés des habitants du quartier se déplacant en
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« Horizontal Fall » is a video created in 2000 on the occasion
of the demolition of high-rise apartment buildings in the Val
Fourré neighborhood of Mantes-la-Jolie, a suburb of Paris.
These buildings were part of a social housing project built in
1973 and subject to a renovation plan. On this special day,
the municipality of Mantes-la-Jolie organized various events,
including a muezzin’s call for prayer recorded by mounir
fatmi, an Angelus by a local catholic congregation and a
musical show entitled « Tours sonnantes », an urban opera
composed by Kamil Tchalaev and choreographed by Sabine
Jamet, performed by children living in the neighborhood. The
video’s soundtrack reproduces the acoustic compositions
created for the occasion and played by loudspeakers set up
in communal spaces. « Horizontal Fall » raises the issue of
the evolution through time of an urban planning scheme
created in the 1970s and destined to lower class and
immigrant workers.

The first image in the video is accompanied by the wailing of
public warning sirens: it shows a pale sun projecting its
menacing rays across a black sky seen against the light,
suddenly turning blue when the camera lens descends to the
artificial skyline formed the neighborhood’s buildings,
whereas in the foreground, in the bottom half of the image,
the Seine river can be seen peacefully passing by the large
buildings. This image is quickly followed by an
announcement from local radio station « Droit de Cité » about
the day’s events, closing with the demolition of the towers.
The voices of the radio hosts and their listeners blend
together — a worried local woman goes on the air saying
she’s looking for a lost little girl...

The video alternates wide views of the buildings with close-
ups on the neighborhood’s many inhabitants who were in the
streets that day. The muezzin’'s prayer resounds as the
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crowd gathers on the riverbanks to witness the spectacle of
the two towers collapsing, called an « amazing event » by the
radio presenter whose enthusiasm seems unbreakable and
who, after a slightly messy countdown, can’t help but
comment the event in rather brutal terms: « Twenty seven
years of history going up in smoke... » The final image shows
the same point of view as the beginning of the video, with the
buildings filmed between the sky and the river. After the cloud
of smoke and dust has dissipated, the urban setting appears
again, and the landscape doesn’t seem to have changed.
The neighborhood’s inhabitants walk passed the camera and
take one last look back towards the missing towers before
leaving.

The video is a succession of alternating points of view. It
juxtaposes shots: wide, architectural ones and closer, human
ones; urban and natural (plants and the river); collective —
where the population can be seen but not heard — and
individual — where one can hear the voices of individuals,
hesitant or interrupted by the radio transmission, while the
people themselves remain invisible. « Horizontal Fall » also
alternates general points of view on organization (of the
events) and structure (of the places) and particular points of
view on the situation as experienced by the inhabitants. A
few seconds before the towers are destroyed, the radio host
asks one person: « How do you feel? » The answer is rather
hesitant. And it's actually hard to be sure the population of
Val Fourré has had sufficient time to think about this... The
crowd followed by the camera is like the river below: the
general murmur it produces makes it audible, and it is
shaped by the outline of the architecture that surrounds it and
constitutes a kind of reflection of its environment.

One year after the video « Horizon Fall » was made, the
September 11 attacks happened and the world changed. The
viewer's outlook on « Horizon Fall » changed as well, as it is
now associated with that tragic event and the rise of Islamic
fundamentalism. « Horizon Fall » is a premonitory video that
got caught up by the violence of the real world.

Studio Fatmi, April 2009.
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human ones: urban and natural

(plants and the river);
collective — where the population

can be seen but not heard — and
individual — where one can hear

the voices of individuals,
hesitant or interrupted by the

radio transmission, while the
people themselves remain
Invisible. "

Studio Fatmi, April 2009
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